Unit 2 – Climates & Ecosystems
Learning Goals:

KNOW

· The meaning of the following vocabulary terms:  weather, climate, rotation, revolution, solstice, equinox, front, continental climate, greenhouse effect, convectional precipitation, orographic precipitation, frontal precipitation, ecosystems, deciduous, coniferous, herbivores, carnivores

UNDERSTAND

· How weather and climate differ

· What factors which influence climate—the relationship between the earth and the sun, latitude, ocean currents, elevation, and nearness to large bodies of water

· How the three types of precipitation—convectional, orographic and frontal

· The major climate regions

· What human activities which may contribute to global warming

· The interaction of plant life, animal life and the physical environment

· The major ecosystems – climate, sunlight, temperature, precipitation, elevation, soil and landforms

BE ABLE TO

· Draw pictures explaining the types of precipitation

· Explain a diagram showing the earth’s revolution and the seasons

· Recognize the impact of warm and cold currents on the distribution of the world’s heat

· Create a biome box showing an ecosystem and present to class

· Explain the heat transfer system of convection

